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that the Middle Ages were peaceful. Fighting was the main
preoccupation of men. But except for the Crusades the
fighting was mostly on a small scale and localized. Vassals
fought their sovereign; this baron was at war with that; city
fought city; the burghers of a number of federated cities took
up arms against an oppressive lord, and so on. In the absence
of Nation-States there could be no international wars. The
sixteenth century changed all that. Europe was drenched in
blood. Was there no prophylactic against a recurrence of
that disaster? "Was nation to be perpetually at war with
nation? Were differences of creed, of clime, and race, to
lead to constant shedding of blood?

The response to these questions came in successive Tro-
jects of Peace'.